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that from Worslcy to Manchester, n miles, built by the enter-
prise of the Duke of Bridgwater.

The amount of English shipping steadily increased throughout
the period. Not only was trade extending so that English
exports multiplied in value by six between 1660 and 1750, while
the imports remained about the same, but the quantity of
English shipping calling at English ports had increased from
two-thirds to ten-elevenths of the total. What share in this
increase was duo to the NAVIGATION ACT of 1651, which com-
pelled English trade to be carried only in English ships or in
those of the country in which the import was produced, is dis-
puted. The government was not content with this measure
only. It encouraged the formation of Fishery Companies to
wrest the fisheries from the Dutch, but they were not very
successful. This method failing, they fell back on the favourite
device of the time, and m 1733 a bounty of aos. per ton was
offered cm vessels engaged in the whale fishery. In 1704 an Act
was passed giving substantial bounties on colonial-made pitch,
tar, hump, masts, and spars. These measures were not, however,
very successful. Attempts were also nude to secure a reserve
of sailors for the fleet and to increase the attractions of the
merchant service, while the clangers of the English coast were
a little lessened by the beginning of lighthouse building. Some,
like the first Eddystone, were built by private enterprise, others
by the Trinity House out of levies made on all shipping. Har-
bours too were cared for, and much quiet improvement went on
during the long peace of Walpole's twenty years' administration.
The Beginnings ot Insurance. Then' was a certain amount
of insurance of ships in the fifteenth century in southern Europe,
and by 1574 there seems to have been a number of people thus
engaged iu London. Aftur the Restoration we find societies
started for fire, and a little later for life, insurance. At first
they were private ventures or joint-stock companies, one at
least being set up by a woman for insurance on births, marriages,
and services, and carried on successfully. Very often they were
little more than bogus concerns run by company promoters.